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A Study on Culture Textbooks in Teaching
Chinese as a Foreign Language
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Unternational College for Chinese Langusge Studies, Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Key words: culture textbooks; culture syllabus; syllabus elements

Abstract: Though the culture textbooks in Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language (TCFL) have
dramatically proliferated, the development seems to be in disorder. This situation is due to the
fact that the rational understanding of culture teaching in TCFL lags far behind the teaching prac-
tice. Evaluation of the reality in culture textbook compiling reveals the following main problems.:
unclear definition of culture and culture textbooks; confusions of culture teaching in TCFL and
teaching culture to foreigners; lack of consensus concerning the content and arrangement of a cul-
ture textbook. To solve these problems, suggestions are given in this paper: a) to set a syliabus
for culture teaching in TCFL;b) to determine z hierarchy of different items for culture teaching in
TCFL; ©) to develop a new paradigm for culture textbook compiling and culture teaching in TC-
FL.
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